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A course introducing the Confucian classic_Yi
Jing, or the Book of Changes, will be conducted
by 

-the 
Extramural Studies Department ol the

NUS. Our writer spoke to the lecturer who ex'
pounds the wisdom in this ancient classic.

changes
By CHONG WING HONG

ONE of the most mysti-
cal works in Chinese lit-
erature, the Yi Jing or
Book ot Changes, is
being propagated to the
masses by the Extra-
mural Studies Depart-
rnent ot the National
University ot Singa-
pore.

From Monday, about 60

studetrts in two ciasses
will research oD the
terminology, diagrams
and sisN Irom lhjs book,
hPlieveil to be about 6,000
vears old." Yi Jing had been used
bv aslroloqers in oracles
Slholars reterred to it for
knowledge on philosophy
and history of ancient
China.

There are many who be-
lieve that it may helP in
management todaY.

Mr Roch Goh Peng
Wee,60, who will teach
the classes in Mandarin
and English respectively,
said in iest: "In the West,
Yi Jing has aiways been
known by the trarelated
name of l-Ching. and
when mispronounced, aii-
ing becomes a study. ofr
Iove or courtship." .

Rut lre added that':lhe
book had stimulated in-
creasing interest in-the
West.

"I taught three classes
in English and two in
Mandarin last month," he
said.

"Yi Jing cannot be dis-

mised merely as an an-
cient book full of incom-
DreheNible svmbols and
magic spelis; ior, had this
beeo so, the great thinker
Confucius would not have
spent so much time over
it.

"Nor would the late
C. O. Jung (a philosopher)
aiso have written so much
on the subiect."

Mr Goh, 60, cited Confu-
cius as saying: "If some
vcars were added to rny
iite. T would give 50 to the
study of the Yi Jing. I
might then be free from
talling into great errors.r'

Forces
In e$ence, the Yi Jing

is composed of 64 hexa-
g!ams, made up of sets of
solid or broken lines,
svmbolisins the Iorces of
aiLion and-changc. and all
the phenomena of the uni-
verse.

The broken lines repre-
sent the yr lorces, and
the solid the yang forces.

Nlodern inventiom such
rs the computer are based
on the J4, and yarg bi-
n ary system, sa id Mr
Goh, an industrial train"
ing coreultant.

lle was a social science
A|r,luat'e0ll 'ho frr"' r'
Universruy'Gt Malaya (in
Singapore).,,Modern management
emDhasises human re-
souices and treats each
individual .exclusively, a
basic Dritrcjple a'iso found
iD the'Yi JinP," said Mr
Goh.
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"The Yi Jing advocates
that what is right for one
person in certain circum-
stances may be quite
wong for another similar-
ly placed, as each has his
e,rc irnili.II,\ii Jliqlild nrl
g0 agaiNt the pattern of
change.

"In the Japanese man-
agement theory, a five-
man team (go nin gumi)
is considorod the mnst
cohesive force. And this
couid be traced to the five
elements in the Yi Jing,

',lll-

"a,
A

Two drawings in
the ancient book

- legendary
origin ol the
hexagrams

(

-l

"Modefn science looks
at hum/n growth as a
process of heredity, devel-
opmen, and maturity. ln
fact. t\is is what the book
nbserves too."

,i latitiiru" isciiii'es" rhe
baEic linear complexes of
th'e book, the eight tri-
gr'ams, to ihe Iegendary
aultural hero Fu Xi, in
3322 B.C. These were said
to be a summary. of the
results of observation on
the universe.

Consulted
King We n, th e first

emperor of the Zhou Dy-
nasly, was said to have
developed the signs into
64 combinations the hpxr-
grams, in 1143 d.C.

It was, however. not
urftil 488 B.C. that Confu-
cius and Laozi coroulted
the book for insDil,ation
and information. '

In turn, Confucius in-jected the human ele-
ments into the book that
made it a valuable trea-
tise. It gave a systematic
analysis of human rela-
tioNhips, for iNtance.

The book, edited by the

sage, has now become one
of the Confucian ciassics,

Ten Wings, which was
written by Confucius, ex-
plaiN Yi Jing's symbols,'
numbers philosolr}ry ;rnd
rlrur.' applicallorrs.

Said Mf Goh: "One wiU
not go far in the study of
Con-tuciadsm if one does
not study the Yi Jing." o

For a long time, the
book had been an aima-
nac used exclusively by
the emperor, who wanted
to make the right deci-
stons.

"The emperor might be
looking up only to heavqn
and the divine spilits for
help, but the statistics
and the philosophical
ideas had a scientific
basis.

"That's why, even
though I am a Catholic, I
started to study the Yi
Jing five years ago
through correspondence
courses in Taiwan."

The book was firgt
introduced to the West in
a traNlation by James
Legge, a Scottish mission-
ary in 1882.

Richard Wilhelm's
traNlatiotr in German,

published in.192{, present-
ed the book for the first
time in a form inteUigible
to the general readers.

Thera is also an English
trtnslati"n by Carl'
Baynes.

Mr Goh said the 12-hour
course at the NUS Extra-
mural Studies Department
aimed to provide an intro-
dDclion to the book of
great wisdom.

The students can fur-
ther their studies at the
Singapore Association for
I'ChinA (Yj Jing) studies,
of which Mr Goh 'is the
president.

Expelled
Three years after its

ioception, the association
has trained more than 500
people ir the study of Yi
Jing and has recruited 200
meabers.

"Although the book can
be used in the art divina-
tion, its main applicatiou
is in management and
Chjnese medical philoso-
phy." said Mr Goh.

"We expelled a member
after he was found using
the as$ciation's name in
his fortune-telling trade."

tr] ln the Japanese management theory, a live-! man team (go nin gumi) is considered the
most cohesive force. lha ttris could be traced
to the live elements in the Yi Jing. Modern
science looks at human growth as a process ol
heredity, development and maturity. ln lact, q
this is what the book observes too. 7
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